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Name: 


Boston  City  Hall,  New  City  Hall 


Location : 


One  City  Hall  Square 
Boston 

Suffolk  County 
Massachusetts 


Present 
Owner 
Occupant 
and  Use: 


City  of  Boston  as  City  Hall 

Offices  for  virtually  all  municipail  agencies 


SIGNIFICANCE  AND  HISTORICAL  CONTEXT 

Not  only  has  Boston's  New  City  Hall  been  hailed  as  an  architectural 
triumph,   but  it  has  also  come  to  symbolize  the  dramatic  physical  economic 
rebirth  the  city  has  experienced  in  the  last  two  decades.     New  City 
Hall  is  the  major  focus  of  Government  Center,   a  Federally-aided  urban 
renewal  project  with  30  buildings  covering  60  acres  in  the  heart  of 
Boston,   an  area  previously  known  as  Scollay  Square  and  populated  by 
burlesque  houses  and  honky-tonk  bars.     The  Government  Center  master 
plan  was  the  work  of  architect  I.M.   Pei  and  Partners.     The  architects 
of  City  Hall,   Kallmann,  McKinnell  and  Knowles,   were  chosen  in  a  national 
competition  in  1962.     The  318,000  square  foot  building  houses  the 
Mayors  Office  and  City  Council  Chambers,   as  weU  as  aU  the  city  agencies. 
Its  dramatic  entryway  is  highlighted  by  brick  which  flows  from  Government 
Center  Plaza  through  City  HaU  and  down  to  Dock  Square  and  the  historic 
FaneuH  HaU. 

*      *       * 

New  City  Hall,  from  its  very  inception,  has  been  a  building  designed  to 
be  much  more  than  one  seat  of  municipal  government  in  Boston.     The 
planning  process  for  Government  Center  represented  in  many  ways  a 
call  to  arms  for  those  who  cared  about  and  wanted  to  rejuvenate  Boston. 
Just  as  ScoUay  Square  represented  the  decline  of  the  proud  old  city,   so 
would  Government  Center  emerge  as  the  symbol  of  a  city  reborn.     And 
in  the  middle  of  Government  Center,   as  symbol  within  a  symbol,   was 
New  City  HaU. 

DemoUtion  of  the  buildings  of  ScoUay  Square  had  a  visible  and  dramatic 
effect.     Suddenly  (or  within  a  year  or  so),  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the 
middle  of  downtown  Boston  was  cleared  of  virtuaUy  every  buUding. 
But  even  more  dramatic,   at  least  in  terms  of  its  effect  on  the  city's 
psyche,   construction  of  new  buUdings  began  almost  as  soon  as  demo- 
Ution  was  completed.     Bostonians,   and  the  world,   at  large,   were  put  on 
notice .     Boston  was  serious ,  very  serious ,   about  entering  a  new  age . 
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And  if  anyone  had  doubts  about  the  advent  of  a  new  age,   there  was 
the  national  competition  for  the  New  City  Hall  and  the  design  chosen. 
Boston  was  going  to  build  a  New  City  Hall  that  resembled  no  other  City 
Hall  in  America.     Moreover,   the  New  City  Hall,  with  a  modernistic 
design  that  raised  the  collective  eyebrows  of  Bostonians,   was  going  to 
be  surrounded  by  a  brick  plaza  of  some  eight  acres  in  size. 

There  was  a  reason  for  Boston  to  construct  a  municipal  building  that 
carried  so  much  symbolic  weight.     A  city  which  had  experienced  no 
private  investment  for  more  than  30  years,   a  city  whose  business  leaders 
had  seemingly  lost  confidence  in  the  future,  needed  some  tangible  proof 
that  Boston  —  and  city  government  in  particular  —  wanted  to  function 
as  a  catalyst  for  private  sector  investment.     The  scope  of  the  Government 
Center  project,  the  $50  million  in  public  investment  targeted  for  the 
area,   and  the  dramatic  design  of  New  City  HaU,   served  this  purpose  in 
admirable  fashion. 

By  the  time  New  City  Hall  was  under  construction,  Boston  was  beginning 
to  see  signs  of  extensive  private  sector  investment  in  its  downtown. 
By  the  time  New  City  Hall  opened  in  1969,  Boston  was  well  on  its  way 
to  growing  a  new  skyhne.     Boston's  new  high-rise  buildings  also  repre- 
sented a  change  in  the  city's  economic  base.     Boston,  having  lost  its 
blue-collar  jobs,  was  becoming  more  and  more  a  white-coUar  city,   a 
place  where  highgrade  service  activities  provided  a  new  job  base  for 
the  metropolitan  region. 

When  New  City  Hall  opened,  it  also  represented  a  different  chapter  in 
Boston's  political  history.     The  first  (and  to  date,   the  only)  Mayor  to 
occupy  New  City  Hall  was  Kevin  H.   White,   elected  in  1967.     Mayor 
White  was  the  son  a  former  city  Alderman.     While  Catholic,   Irish  and 
Democrat,  he  was  included  among  those  new  and  progressive  mayors 
elected  to  office  in  American  cities  in  the  1960's.     He  is  widely  credited 
with  attracting  young  men  and  women  of  talent  and  imagination  to  city 
government,   and  many  of  the  programs  he  established,   including  the 
Little  City  Hall  program  were  designed  to  promote  a  closer  relationship 
between  city  residents  and  municipal  government.     He  continued  with 
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great  vigor  the  city's  renewal  program,   particularly  the  restoration  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Marketplace  and  the  creation  of  a  new  residential  community 
on  Boston's  historic  waterfront.     He  also  encouraged  neighborhood 
revitalization  by  the  construction  of  new  schools,   fire  stations,   libraries 
and  health  centers  in  every  part  of  the  city. 

By  the  time  Boston  celebrated  its  350th  birthday  in  1980,  it  had  become 
commonplace  to  refer  to  the  New  Boston.     The  redeveloped  waterfront, 
the  massive  amounts  of  pubUc  investment  in  the  neighborhoods,   the 
city's  new  skyline,   and  private  sector  investment  that  averaged  $1  billion 
annually,   were  signs  that  Boston  was  among  the  most  attractive  and 
vital  American  cities.     And  in  Government  Center,   the  New  City  Hall 
had  indeed  taken  its  place  as  the  building  which  represented  the  dawn 
of  this  new  age. 
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PART  I  -  HISTORICAL  INFORMATION 
A.      PHYSICAL  HISTORY 

1.       Date  of  Erection 

Boston  City  Hall  was  dedicated  February  10,   1969,  five  years  after  its 
groundbreaking  on  September  18,   1963.     The  building  is  the  centerpiece 
of  Government  Center  and  the  focal  point  of  City  Hall  Plaza.     The 
physical  creation  for  Government  Center  began  with  a  1961  master  plan 
done  by  I.M.   Pei  and  Partners,   although  Government  Center  in  concept 
was  initiated  as  early  as  1954.     Pel's  master  plan,   authorized  by  the 
Government  Center  Commission  outlined  an  ensemble  of  plazas,   public 
spaces,   and  a  complex  of  buildings  on  the  site  of  ScoUay  Square,   then 
perceived  as  a  run  down  entertainment  and  retail  district. 
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B.       ARCHITECT 

In  1962  a  nationwide  competition  was  conducted  by  the  Government 
Center  Commission  for  the  design  of  a  new  City  Hall.      It  was  the  first 
such  competition  since  1909  and  drew  255  entries.     The  design  selected 
by  the  competition  jury  was  submitted  by  the  New  York  (now  Boston) 
firm  of  Kallmann,  McKinnell,   and  Knowles.     The  winning  team  then 
joined  two  Boston  firms,   CampbeU  Aldrich  and  Nulty,   architects  and 
Le  Messurier  Associates,   consulting  engineers,   to  form  The  Architects 
and  Engineers  for  the  Boston  City  Hall  and  to  execute  the  design  and 
supervise  construction . 

The  three  architects  were  teaching  at  Columbia  University  when  they 
won  the  competition.     Gerard  Kallman  was  born  in  Berlin  in  1915, 
trained  at  the  Architectural  Association  in  London,   and  came  to  the 
U.S.   in  1948.     Noel  Michael  McKinneU  was  born  in  Manchester,  England 
in  1935  and  did  post-college  studies  at  Columbia.     The  two  established  a 
Boston  office  after  winning  the  competition  and  also  designed  the  Boston 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  on  Washington  Street. 
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C.       BUILDER/CONTRACTOR 

The  major  contractor  for  the  building  was  J.W.   Bateson  Company,  and 
its  cost  was  $26,300,000.      The  structure  has  a  97,000  square  foot  site, 
encloses  513,000  square  feet  of  space  and  has  9  levels  reaching  138 
feet.     City  Hall  has  not  been  altered  from  the  original  plans  except  for 
the  continuous  interior  upper  floor  administrative  office  changes. 
Under  Mayor  White's  leadership.   Government  Center  was  ultimately 
completed  with  30  structures,  open  space,   and  plazas.     City  Hall  was 
one  of  the  first  urban  renewal  projects  undertaken  by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,   with  the  assistance  from  the  Government 
Center  Commission.     The  entire  60-acre  Government  Center  was  a 
FederaUy-aided  urban  renewal  project. 
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PART  III  -  ARCHITECTURAL  INFORMATION 

A.       EXTERIOR 

City  Hall  is  a  modern,   freestanding,   9-level  structure,   roughly  rectangular 
in  plan  but  inverted  pyramindal  in  shape.     The  upper  floors  and  multi-story 
piers  are  of  poured  and  pre-cast  concrete,   that  are  set  on  and  into  a 
red  brick  base.     The  building  functionally  and  visually  separates  into 
three  parts .     The  brick  base  with  4  lower  floors  contains  the  everyday 
functions  of  city  government  (taxes,  permits,  licensing,   registration) 
where  the  public  has  ready  access.     The  middle  section  serves  the 
elected  officials  -  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council,   the  Council  Chamber, 
and  the  public  Exhibit  Hall.     The  monumental  scale  and  placement  of 
windows  and  projection  of  volumes  on  the  exterior  are  symboKc  of  this 
functional  level.     Upper  stories,  housing  the  city's  administrative  and 
planning  departments,   are  reflected  in  the  regular  fenestration  -  routine 
office  building  in  effect.     A  large  interior  Light  court  penetrates  the 
core  of  the  concrete  sections . 


B.       INTERIOR 

The  architects'  conscious  visual  separation  of  city  functions  on  the 
exterior  carries  over  to  Boston  City  Hall's  interior.     In  spaces  where 
the  public  deals  with  the  city  servants,   the  surface  materials  are  earth 
colored  brick  and  quarry  tile  and  exposed  concrete  -  all  durable  yet 
archtypical  Boston  building  materials.     Levels  of  these  offices  are 
arranged  in  banks  and  are  connected  via  open  stair  and  escalator 
ramps.     Multiple  grid  lights  under  the  light  court  illuminate  these 
levels . 

The  ceremonial  floors  devoted  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  have  the 
same  monumental  proportions  expressed  on  the  exterior.     Elegant  wood 
finishes  decorate  individual  offices,  yet  the  exposed  concrete  structural 
pillar  and  ceiling  grid  system  are  expressed  throughout  this  level  as 
they  are  throughout  City  Hall.     In  the  City  Council  Chamber,  three 
public  galleries  group  around  the  central  floor  and  podium  where  the 
Council  meets.     Their  offices,   the  Mayor's  and  the  exhibit  gallery 
overlook  the  dramatic  South  Entry  Hall,  commonly  known  as  the  lobby. 
Paved  in  the  brick  from  City  Hall  Plaza,   the  lobby  is  a  vast  open  space 
rising  up  to  light  shafts  reaching  nearly  as  high  as  the  roof.     Nearly 
half  the  volume  is  filled  by  a  right  angled  stairway  that  serves  as 
gathering  space  and  performance  tiers  for  numerous  productions  often 
by  Boston  school  children. 

The  upper  bureaucratic  floors  continue  the  concrete  grid  system  but 
have  purely  serviceable  finishes  (VAT  tiles,   glass  walls,   and  painted 
plaster  board)  and  flexible  spaces  to  accommodate  these  constantly 
changing  needs.     The  public  corridor  rings  the  light  court. 

Elevator  and  utility  cores  are  located  at  midsection  in  the  north  and 
south  elevations.     Subsidiary  entrances  are  at  other  levels  -  on  the 
north  side  at  the  second  floor  and  on  the  east  side,   the  Dock  Square, 
3ntrances  on  the  first  floor  are  used  as  service  and  loading  entrances. 


C.       SITE 

City  Hall  Plaza  both  surrounds  and  melds  into  City  Hall.     KaUman, 
McKinnell  and  Knowles  also  designed  this  nine-acre  open  space.     The 
edges  are  defined  with  formal  and  geometrically  arranged  tree  plantings, 
and  the  gentle  slope  is  made  traversable  by  various  ramps,   stairs,   and 
enclosing  parapets.     The  Plaza  is  used  primarily  as  a  pedestrian  passage 
way,   but  often  is  the  site  of  huge  celebrations.     Both  sand  struck  and 
waterstruck  brick  used  here  were  selected  from  many  types  of  New 
England  brick  sources  and  were  laid  in  randomly  to  produce  a  subtle 
mottled  color.     Their  use  continues  on  interior  surfaces  of  City  Hall. 
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SOURCES 
o     Architectural  Drawings  for  New  City  Hall  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  Real  Property  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Early  views  are  contained  in  several  publications,  pamphlets,   and 
newspapers .     The  chronicals  of  the  creation  of  Government  Center 
and  City  Hall  are  contained  in  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Library,   especially  its  cUpping  file,   and  Urban  Renewal  Project 
material.     Primary  sources  regarding  construction  contracts,   author- 
izations, legal  transfers  are  filed  at  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  Office  of  the  Executive  Director  or  at  the  City  Clerk's 
office . 

Other  specific  references  include: 

o       Boston  PubUc  Library  card  file  &  scrapbook  at  Boston 
Landmark  Commission  for  additional  references. 

o     Boston  Architects,  Donald  Freeman,   ed.   Boston  Society  of 
Architects   (1960) 

o     Architecture  Boston,   Boston  Society  of  Architects  (1976) 
p.    11-14,   15,   16  (description  and  photographs) 

o     Paul  Heyer,  Architects  on  Architecture,  New  Directions  in 
America,   (Walker  &  Co.    1960  &  1978)  p.   256-263.     (floorpians, 
photos ,   early  sketches  and  descriptions . 

o     G.E.   Kidder  Smith,   Architecture  in  America,  Vol.    1  p.    102 
Hammett,   R.    Architecture  in  the  U.S.,   p.   335-6. 

o     Marcus  Whiff  en  and  Frederick  Koeper.     American  Architecture 
1607  -   1976;   Cambridge,   MIT  Press,    198 

o     Old  and  New  Architecture:     Design  Relationship,   Preservation 
Press,    1980. 
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oston's  New  City  Hall 


It  Has  Vigor 


By  WOLF  VON  ECKARDT 

Boston  gambled  and,  to 
blurt  right  out  with  it,  won! 

Boston's  new  City  Hall, 
though  still  a  year  from  com- 
pletion, already  stands  au- 
daciously revealed  as  a  great 
work  of  architecture — most 
likely,  along  with  Eero  Saari- 
nen's  Dulles  Airport  terminal 
near  Washington,  the  great- 
est on  the  American  scene  in 
a  decade  or  two. 

This,  of  course,  is  a  risky 
statement  to  make  in  public 
print.  But  the  risk  is  infini- 
tesimal compared  to  that 
taken  by  Boston's  city  fathers 
when  they  ventured  to  en- 
trust the  design  of  their  new 
City  Hall  to  a  national  com- 
petition and  stuck  with  its 
baffling  result  even  when  it 
turned  out  that  no  one  had 
ever  heard  of  the  winners. 

Not  since  1909,  when  an 
open  competition  was  held 
for  San  Francisco's  City  Hall, 
have  the  politicians  of  this 
country  yielded  the  design  of 
a  major  public  building  to  a 
jury  of  experts. 

Congress,  in  a  fit  of  absent- 
mindedness,  attempted  this 
for  the  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
Memorial  in  Washington,  but 
hastily  closed  its  mind  when 
it  saw  the  result.  In  the  sec- 
ond go-around  the  FDR  Me- 
morial Commission  reverted 
to  the  safe  and  usual  method 
.of  selecting  a  distinguished 
^architect  on  the  basis  of  the 
popularity  of  his  previous 
work. 

The  general  result  of  this 
method  is  that  we  have  more 
and  more  distinguished  ar- 
chitects and  less  and  less  dis- 
linguiGhcd  architecture. 


The  success  of  the  Boston 
competition  is  in  large  meas- 
ure due  to  the  fact  that  the 
city  knew  what  it  wanted.  It 
had  a  firm  and  excellent  plan 
for  the  site  of  the  new  City 
Hall  prepared  by  I.  M.  Pei. 

Most  cities  are  too  timid  to 
make  the  best  of  urban  re- 
newal and  adjust  the  street 
pattern  to  new  needs  and 
contexts.  Pei,  encouraged  by 
Boston's  urban  renewer,  Ed- 
ward J.  LiOgue,  seized  the 
opportunity  to  give  the  city  a 
strong  new  heart  that  can 
not  only  successfully  compete 
with  the  misconceived  Pru- 
dential Center  but  also  serve 
as  a  fulcrum  for  the  renewal 
of  all  of  downtown. 

Pei  reduced  22  existing 
streets  to  six  and  created  a 
marvelous,  gently  sloping 
plaza,  comparable  in  size  to 
St.  Peter's  Square  in  Rome 
and  framed  by  carefully 
scaled  and  proportioned 
buildings. 

In  contrast  to  St.  Peter's 
So.uare,  there  is  a  studied  but, 
it  seems  to  me,  most  effective 
informality  about  the  plaza 
that  is  more  medieval  than 
renaissance,  more  humanly 
appealing  than  institutionally 
impressive. 

The  City  Hall  is  the  focus, 
the  "keystone"  of  this  plaza. 
It  doesn't  depend  on  size  to 
command    central    attention. 

To  make  sure  that  the  com- 
petition would  yield  just  that 
— and  not  another,  more  gim- 
micky office  building  merely 
labeled  "city  hall" — Pei  care- 
fully prescribed  its  dimen- 
sions (up  to  130  feet  high  and 
some  275  feet  square).  To 
make  sure  that  the  competion 
winner  would  be  accepted  not 


only  by  the  jury  of  outstand- 
ing architects  (William  Wur- 
ster,  Ralph  Rapson,  Walter 
Netsch  and  Pietro  Belluschi) 
but  also  bv  the  community, 
three  leading  businessmen 
were  added  to  it.  And  to 
make  sure  the  winning  de- 
sign would  actually  be  exe- 
cuted, the  construction  funds 
were  appropriated  in  advance. 

The  miracle  happened.  The 
scheme  worked.  The  eight 
semifinalists  who  emerged 
from  the  256  entries,  some  of 
them  oy  well-known  archi- 
tects, were  all  relatively 
young  and  as  yet  obscure.  The 
ultimate  winners,  Gerhard  M. 
Kallmann,  Noel  Michael  Mc- 
Kinnell  and  Edward  F. 
Knowles.  were  design  critics 
at  Columbia  University  at  the 
time.  Although  all  three  had 
worked  in  various  architec- 
tural offices,  none  had  done 
any  building  under  his  own 
name. 

But  the  real  miracle  is  that 
meshed  in  the  chaos  of  con- 
struction work,  it  is  clear  that 
the  Kallmann  -  McKinnell  - 
Knowles  City  Hall  provides 
precisely  what  was  needed  to 
make  Boston's  government 
center  the  greatest  triumph  of 
urban  design  since  New 
York's  Rockefeller  Center  was 
built  in  the  1930's. 

In  the  first  place,  its  de- 
signers understood  what  a 
plaza  in  the  city  is  all  about 
It  is  not  a  park,  of  which 
Boston  has  plenty.  Greenery, 
so  often  artifically  com- 
mendeered  to  hide  mistakes 
of  design,  will  be  confined  to 
a  grove  of  hefty  trees  in  one 
corner. 

This  will  be  a  hard,  tough 
place,  as  hard  and  tough  as 
the  city  itself,  all  paved  in 
red  brick.  Life  in  a  plaza, 
McKinnel  said,  does  not  occur 
in  the  center  but  around  the 
edges  where  people  cluster 
and  look  toward  the  center. 
The  plaza  is  essentially  a 
place  of  passage,  of  congrega- 
tion and  of  celebration. 

What  is  more,  the  plaza, 
like  a  tide  from  everywhere 
at  once,  converges  on  City 
HalL  In  fact,  it  extends  right 
into  the  building,  whose 
lower-level  public  areas  are 
lined  and  paved  of  the  same 
red  brick  to  emphasize  this 
continuity. 

What  is  a  City  Hall?  It  is, 
the  designers  decided,  essen- 
tially three  things.  First,  a 
place  to  conduct  the  essential 
public  business — the  counters 
and  offices  where  the  citizens 
get  their  various  licenses,  pay 
and  argue  about  their  assess- 
ments and  deal  with  the  city 
in  numerous  other  ways. 

No  citizens  in  recent  times 
ever  had  as  easy  and  direct 
access  to  these  departments 
as  Bostonians  will  have  when 
their      new     City      Hall      is 
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completed.  Like  stores  they 
are  strung  along  wide  interioi 
streets  and  ramps  on  the 
lower  levels  of  the  building 
and  have  their  separate 
entrance.  There  won't  be  any 
confusing  maze  of  long  corri- 
dors and  endless  rows  of  filing 
cabinets,  because  the  second 
fimction  of  a  City  Hall,  its  ad- 
ministrative offices,  are  out  of 
the  way  on  the  top  level  of 
the  building. 

Kallmann,  McKinnell  and 
Knowles,  instead,  have  given 
pre-eminence  to  the  third  and 
most  important  function  of  a 
city  hsU:  the  ceremonials  of 
government  as  conducted,  is 
the  council  chamber  and  the 
mayor's  offices,  with  the 
municipal  library  added  to 
give  the  proceedings  a  little 
wisdom  and  memory. 

They  articulated,  in  fact 
they  dramatized,  these  cere- 
monial rooms  and  placed 
them  on  a  level  between  the 
public  areas  and  the  office 
warrens,  almost  like  separate 
buildings  stuck  into  the  struc- 
ture and  clearly  discernible 
from  the  outside. 

On  the  inside,  they  frame 
an  interior  hall  nine  stories 
high — a  gathering  place,  all 
open  and  public  with  mag- 
nificent stairs,  balconies  and 
terraces,  a  great  agora,  a 
place  that  proclaims  the 
majesty  of  government  by 
the  people. 

It  does  so  because  the 
architects  have  related  and 
integrated  the  three  functions 
of  a  city  hall  into  one  unified 
structure  v/ithout  a  "pre- 
meditated image."  Their  con- 
cern was  not  to  impress  with 
an  authoritarian  monument 
but  by  making  each  part  of 
the  building  work  to  best  ad- 
vantage and  by  clearly  artic- 
ulating it,  to  express,  as  Kall- 
mann put  it,  "the  vigor  of 
government." 

It  is,  he  says,  no  accident 
that  the  building  was  in- 
spired at  the  time  ^when  its 
designers  were  inspired  by 
the  presidency  of  John  F. 
Kennedy  who,  like  this  new 
City  Hall,  pronounced  the 
word  "vigor"  with  that  pe- 
culiar Boston  accent. 

There  is  more  that  relates 
this  building  to  Boston.  The 
window  in  the  mayor's  office 
very  deliberately  and  sym- 
bolically frames  Faneuil  Hall, 
and  from  the  council  cham- 
bers you  have  a  magnificent 
view  over  the  old  city  with 
the  Old  State  House  on 
Court  St.  as  a  focal  point. 

Already,  though  its  roof  is 
not  quite  complete  and  this 
calm  structure  is  still  en- 
this  building  is  what  its  de- 
signers most  wanted  it  to  be 
and  what  our  cities  need 
most.  In  Kallmann's  words: 
"A  confirmation  of  identity 
and  existence  to  counter  the 
modern  fear  of  nothingness." 

W'shlncton   Poit 


NP^r  BO  ■''TON  CITY  HALL 
Architects '  Statement 

The  i'Jew  Boston  City  Hall  is  a  building  to  house  the  City  Government  of 
Soston.  it  is,  therefore,  a  building  whose  basic  theme  is  one  of  openness 
and  accessibility  to  the  public.  It  lias  been  conceived  as  a  building 
through  which  the  City  passes  and  in  which  the  various  elements  of  City 
Government  have  been  articulated  so  as  to  be  readily  identified. 

The  upper  four  floors,  served  at  each  end  of  the  building  by  a  core  of 
elevators,  contain  the  flexible  office  space  required  by  those  City 
agencies  less  frequently  visited  by  the  public.  On  each  of  these  four 
levels  the  office  space  opens  off  a  public  corridor  ringing  the  light  court; 
on  the  upper  two  floors  this  corridor  is  flanked  by  continuous  terraces 
open  to  the  sky. 

The  departments  most  frequently  visited  by  the  public  are  housed  close 
to  the  ground  in  a  brick-clad  structure  half-ouilt  into  the  hillside  of 
the  descending  City  Square.  It  affords  ease  of  access  to  the  five  thousand 
persons  who  will  do  business  there  each  day.  The  building  may  be  entered 
at  its  upper  level  by  way  of  the  South  ilntry  Hall  off  the  City  Square  and 
at  the  northern  end  from  the  lox^er  level  of  Wew  Congress  Street,  Inside, 
the  departments  are  arranged  on  four  levels  linked  by  ramps  and  escalators 
and  around  a  skylit  concourse  joining  the  two  points  of  entry. 

Between  the  lower  brick-clad  building  and  the  upper  four  floors  of  office 
space  are  hung  the  elements  of  symbolic  and  civic  importance.  Here  occur 
the  Council  Chamber  and  the  Councilors'  offices  looking  out  over  the  City 
Square,  and  the  offices  of  the  mayor  —  one  looking  down  '-Washington  Street, 
the  other  looking  onto  Dock  Square,  Faneuil  Hall  and  the  '-aterfront. 


These  volumes,  articulate  and  recognizable  from  the  exterior,  are  directly 
accessible  to  the  public  by  way  of  the  brick  stair  in  the  South  :^ntry  Hall. 
The  South  Entry  Hall  is  in  fact  the  "City  rtoom"  illuminated  by  light  shafts 
penetrating  the  full  height  of  the  building  and  linking  spatially  aL 1  of 
the  elements  of  City  Government.  The  brick  stair,  an  extension  into  the 
building  of  the  brick  paved  City  Square,  takes  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre 
and  from  its  topmost  level  affords  vie^^rs  of  Washington  Street,  the  Old 
State  House,  Dock  Square,  faneuil  Hall,  Quincy  Market  and  beyond,  the 
harbor,  it  also  gives  access  to  the  inner  terrace  and  court  of  the 
building  which  is  an  elevated  extension  of  the  City  Square  and  is  linked 
to  it  and  to  Jock  "Square  by  ramps  and  stairs. 

The  inner  public  court  epitomizes  the  concept  of  cperjiess  and  accessibility 
■tSiat  generated  the  design  of  the  City  Hall,  it  is  accessible  to  the  public 
from  the  City  Square,  from  New  Congress  Street  and  from  the  South  intry  Hall, 
It  is  open  day  and  night,  holidays  and  weekdays.  It  allows  the  citizen  to 
walk  through  and  be  a  part  of  his  City  riall  without  once  opening  a  door. 

Thus,  the  deliberate  openness  of  the  building  invites  and  encourages 
entrance  and  passage  by  people  into  and  through  their  City  Hall.  The  manip- 
ulation of  the  public  spaces  seeks  to  make  memorable  and  significant  all 
aspects  of  public  contact  with  the  City  agencies. 

The  design  of  the  New  Bopton  City  Hall  seeks  to  have  built  form  respond 
to  a  new  kind  of  inter-action  between  people  and  their  government, 

Kallmann,  McKinnell  Sc  Knowles,  Architects 
Campbell,  ALdrich  <k   Nulty,  /irchitects 
Lei'iassurier  Associates,  Inc.,  Structural 
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FROM:  Mrs.  Nancy  Huntington 

Director  of  Public  Celebrations 
City  Hall.,  Boston,  Mass.  02108 
Tel.  523-i796 


FOR  E'ruJ)IATE  RELEASE 


Art  shows  and  light  shows,  gala  receptions  and  concerts,  movies  and  soul 
music  will  highlight  the  opening  of  Boston's  new  City  nail  in  February, 

Announcing  plans  for  the  week-long  celebration  at  a  special  news 
reception  held  'fednesday  in  the  new  building,  Boston  nayor  Kevin  H,  '-'hite 
said  that  the  long-awaited  ceremonies  will  start  Saturday,  February  8,  and 
continue  through  Friday,  February  lii. 

"Each  day  will  have  particular  significance  and  will  be  dedicated  to 
various  groups,"  he  said. 

Formal  dedication  of  the  .:i)26.3  million  building  will  be  on  Monday, 
February  10.  Ceremonies  will  begin  in  the  morning  and  will,  be  attended  by 
approximately  500  persons  repre'^-enting  federal,  state  and  city  officials  as 
well  as  business  and  other  key  persons  from  the  Boston  community.  A  speaker 
of  national  importance  will  be  invited  to  give  the  main  address.  That  evening, 
a  huge  reception  will  be  given  for  other  prominent  leaders  of  the  community 
as  well  as  government  officials. 

The  other  days  will  be  dedicated  to  the  following  groups: 

Saturday,  February  8  —  City  Einployees  Day 

Sunday,  i-'ebruary  9  —  Guilders  Day  (persons  connected  with  the 

construction  and  design  of  City  ilall) 

Tuesday,  February  11  —  City  Councilors  Day 

''Wednesday,  February  12  — '  Boston  ^outh  Day 

Thursday,  February  13  —  "Ider  Citizens  Day 

Friday,  February  Ik   —  Boston's  Neighborhood  Day  (representatives  from 

many  social  and  civic  agencies  in  Boston's 
neighborhoods ) . 


-more- 


In  charge  of  opening  week  events  are  Mrs.  Samuel  Huntington,  director 
of  Public  Celebrations  for  the  City  of  Boston,  and  Mrs.  Katharine  D,  Kane, 
special  assistant  to  the  I'iayor.  According  to  Mrs.  Huntington,  coordinators 
have  been  assigned  to  manage  the  arrangements  for  each  of  the  days.  They 
are:  wrs.  Charles  Kasdon,  Mrs.  David  Davis,  Mrs.  Richard  Dray,  i-irs. 
Bellenden  Hutcheson,  ifrs.  Howard  K,  Holladay,  Its,  Henry  Wood  and  Mrs. 
Frederick  Davis. 

Members  of  the  Junior  League  of  Boston  and  the  Council  on  Aging  also 
will  assist  in  the  planning  and  implementation  on  certain  days. 

Mrs.  Huntington  said  that  funds  will  be  sought  from  the  business  com- 
munity and  from  individuals  to  finance  the  seven-day  celebration.  The  city 
will  also  contribute.  More  than  [(.0,000  people  from  employees  to  federal  and 
state  officials  will  be  invited  to  attend  the  week -long  events. 

Receptions  and  performances  will  be  held  for  the  various  groups  during 
their  specific  days  with  special  events  planned  for  each  one. 

A  variety  of  exhibits  will  be  on  display  in  the  building  during  the 
week,  A  special   Boston   Invitational  Art  Show  will  be  featured  in  the 
building's  two  exhibition  galleries.  This  show  as  well  as  the  other  exhibits 
—  ijhich  will  include  light  shews  (one  of  the  newest  art  forms),  city  depart- 
ment displays  and  movies  —  will  be  managed  by  Boston's  Institute  of  Con- 
temporary Art.  liost  of  the  displays  will  be  about  Boston  —  past,  present 
and  future  —  and  many  i-d-ll  be  produced  by  native  artists. 

iiusic  in  many  parts  of  the  building  at  different  times  of  the  day  will 
be  provided  for  the  different  groups.  Local  musicians  and  performers  as  well 
as  nationally  popular  music  ^roups  and  vocalists  will  entertain. 

i^iayor  ^-hite  said  that  the  new. City  Hall  symbolizes  a  new  type  of 
accessibility  of  government  to  people  and  people  to  government,  and  is 

-more- 


L 


I. 


built  to  respond  to  the  interaction  between  the  two  which  makes  a  successful 
government. 

Designed  by  architects  Kallmann,  McKinnell  and  Knowles,  in  association 
with  Canipbell,  iU-drich  ^  i^ulty,  architects,  and  Lei"iessurier  Associates, 
consulting  engineers,  the  building  was  conceived  as  one  through  which  the 
people  of  the  city  pass,  and  in  which  the  various  elements  peculiar  to 
Boston's  City  Government  have  been  made  readily  identifiable. 

The  new  concrete  and  brick  structure  has  5l3>000  square  feet  of  enclosed 
space  and  is  located  on  a  i^lTjOOO  square-foot  brick  plaza  in  the  heart  of 
historic  Boston  near  the  Old  State  House,  Faneuil  Hall,  Bock  Square  and 
Quincy  Market. 

It  is  also  located  in  the  heart  of  the  "^^ew  Boston"  abutting  the  Govern- 
ment Centerj  and  adjacent  to  One  Center  Plaza,  a  crescent  shaped  horizontal 
office  buildingj  New  England  Iferchants  National  Bank  Building,  a  iiO-story 
office  tower J  and  many  other  new  government  and  commercial  buildings  under 
construction  and  soon  to  rise. 

The  building  has  nine  levels  or  stories;  the  upper  four  floors  are  for 
those  city  agencies  less  frequently  visited  by  the  public.  The  departments 
most  frequented  are  housed  close  to  the  ground  in  the  brick-clad  lower 
building  and  are  linked  by  ramps  and  escalators. 

One  of  the  most  dramatic  aspects  of  the  new  building  is  the  South  Entry 
Hall  and  its  135  foot  height.  From  this  main  entrance  both  the  Mayor's 
office  and  the  city  councilors'  chambers  can  be  reached  by  multi-level  brick 
stairs. 

It  is  expected  that  the  building  will  service  5^000  people  per  day  in 
addition  to  the  2,000  who  will  xTOrk  there.  All  city  departments  are  expected 
to  be  in  residence  by  the  time  of  dedication  in  February. 
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BOSTON  CITT  HALL 


Total  building  Site  Area ; 

Plaza  Area; 

Total  enclosed  space  area: 

Net  office  space: 

Cost: 

Materials  specifications ; 

Concrete  -  poured: 

Concrete  -  precast: 

Brick: 

Interior  woodwork: 

Interior  wall  coverings: 

Typical  office  parti- 
tions : 

Public  corridors  in 
Mayor's  and  Council 
areas : 

Lighting  Fixtures: 

Floor  Coverings: 

Public  and  ceremonial 
offices : 

Public  areas: 

Structural  system: 

General  principle: 


97,000  sq  ft 

U.7,000  sq  ft 

513,000  sq  ft 

318,000  sq  ft 

^21,600,000  (construction  cost  only) 

1  X  k   clear  grained  fir  board  finish 

Steel  formed  finish 

Red  waterstruck  brick 

Floors  1-5  African  Mahogany 

Floors  6-9  White  Oak 


Painted  drywall 


Bronze  panelling 


Typical  spaces  -  U'  fluorescent 
betxreen  precast  members,  incandescent 

down  lights 


Vinyl  asbestos  tile  or  carpet  areas 

Quarry  tile,  brick  or  polyester 
terrazzo 


Poured  in  place  concrete  columns, 
cores;  precast  concrete  spanning 
structures 


BOSTON  PUBLIC  UBRAB'J 
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